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I claim: 

1 . A connection system for connecting an electrical device to a vehicle electrical 
system, comprising: 

a receptacle; 

a power contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical conmiunication with a first terminal of an electrical power source; 

a ground contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical communication with a second terminal of said electrical power source; 
and 

an input data contact, supported by said receptacle, which is convertible in 
electrical communication with an information processing device of said vehicle. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein: 

said receptacle is generally tubular in shape. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein: 

said electrical power source is an electrical storage battery contained within 
said vehicle. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein: 

said vehicle is a marine vessel. 

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising: 

an output data contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical conmiunication with said information processing system. 
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6. The system of claim 5, further comprising: 

an auxiliary ground contact supported by said receptacle. 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein: 

said receptacle comprises a generally cylindrical cavity, said power contact 
and said input data contact extending into said cylindrical cavity. 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein: 

said power contact is supported at a central position of an enclosed end of 
said receptacle. 

9. A system of claim 7, wherein: 

said ground contact is a conductive portion of said cylindrical cavity. 

10. The system of claim 6, further comprising: 

an insert which is shaped to be received within said receptacle; 

a power terminal attached to said insert, said power terminal being movable 
into electrical communication with said power contact when said insert is disposed 
within said receptacle; 

a ground terminal attached to said insert, said ground terminal being 
movable into electrical communication with said power contact when said insert is 
disposed within said receptacle; 

an auxiliary ground terminal attached to said insert and movable into contact 
with said auxiliary ground contact when said insert is disposed within said 
receptacle; and 
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a data terminal attached to said insert and movable into contact with said 
data contact when said insert in disposed within said receptacle. 

11. The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

a threaded open end of said receptacle; and 

a threaded cap attached to said insert, said cap being attachable to said 
threaded open end to retain said insert within said receptacle. 

12. The system of claim 10, wherein: 

said power terminal is connectable in electrical communication with a 
portable electrical device. 

13. The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

said data terminal is connectable in electrical communication with a portable 
electrical device. 

14. A connection system for connecting an electrical device to a vehicle electrical 
system, comprising: 

a tubular receptacle; 

a power contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical communication with a first terminal of an electrical power source; 

a ground contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical communication with a second terminal of said electrical power source; 

an input data contact, supported by said receptacle, which is convertible in 
electrical communication with an information processing device of said vehicle; 
and 
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an output data contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical communication with said information processing system. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein: 

said electrical power source is an electrical storage battery contained within 
said vehicle. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein: . 

said vehicle is a marine vessel. 

17. The system of claim 16, further comprising: 

an auxiliary ground contact supported by said receptacle. 

18. The system of claim 1 7, wherein: 

said receptacle comprises a generally cylindrical cavity, said power contact 
and said input data contact extending into said cylindrical cavity. 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein: 

said power contact is supported at a central position of an enclosed end of 
said receptacle. 

20. A system of claim 19, wherein: 

said ground contact is a conductive portion of said cylindrical cavity, 

21. The system of claim 20, further comprising: 

an insert which is shaped to be received within said receptacle; 
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a power terminal attached to said insert, said power terminal being movable 
into electrical communication with said power contact when said insert is disposed 
within said receptacle; 

a ground terminal attached to said insert, said ground terminal being 
movable into electrical communication with said power contact when said insert is 
disposed within said receptacle; 

an auxiliary ground terminal attached to said insert and movable into contact 
with said auxiliary ground contact when said insert is disposed within said 
receptacle; and 

a data terminal attached to said insert and movable into contact with said 
data contact when said insert in disposed within said receptacle. 

22. The system of claim 21, wherein: 

said power terminal is connectable in electrical communication with a 
portable electrical device. 

23. The system of claim 22, further comprising: 

said data terminal is cormectable in electrical communication with a portable 
electrical device. 

24. A connection system for connecting an electrical device to a vehicle electrical 
system, comprising: 

a generally cylindrical receptacle; 

a power contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical communication with a first terminal of an electrical power source; 

a ground contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical communication with a second terminal of said electrical power source; 



21 



an input data contact, supported by said receptacle, which is convertible in 
electrical communication with an information processing device of said vehicle; 
and 

an output data contact, supported by said receptacle, which is connectable in 
electrical commimication with said information processing system. 

25. The system of claim 24, wherein: 

said vehicle is a marine vessel. 

26. The system of claim 24, further comprising: 

an auxiliary ground contact supported by said receptacle. 

27. The system of claim 26, wherein: 

said receptacle coniprises a generally cylindrical cavity, said power contact 
and said input data contact extending into said cylindrical cavity, said power 
contact being supported at a central position of an enclosed end of said receptacle. 

28. A system of claim 27, wherein: 

said ground contact is a conductive portion of said cylindrical cavity. 

29. The system of claim 27, further comprising: 

an insert which is shaped to be received within said receptacle; 

a power terminal attached to said insert, said power terminal being movable 
into electrical communication with said power contact when said insert is disposed 
within said receptacle; 
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a ground terminal attached to said insert, said ground terminal being 
movable into electrical communication with said power contact when said insert is 
disposed within said receptacle; 

an auxiliary ground terminal attached to said insert and movable into contact 
with said auxiliary ground contact when said insert is disposed within said 
receptacle; and 

a data terminal attached to said insert and movable into contact with said 
data contact when said insert in disposed within said receptacle. 

30. The system of claim 29, wherein: 

said power terminal is connectable in electrical communication with a 
portable electrical device and said data terminal is connectable in electrical 
communication with a portable electrical device. 



